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SERMON 


Preach'd at the 


Pariſh-Church of We eftham, 
„Mi DT WE--z 

County of ESSEX: 

On Thurſday June the 7th 1716. | | 
Being a Day of 


Thankſgiving to Almighty ( Ga 
For His Bleſſing upon His MAJESTIES 8 
COUNSELS and Arms |; 
In Suppreſſing the Late — S«$ 


Unnatural Rebellion. | 
By BEN J. CAR Ear Ml. "% 


publiſh at the Bequett ot {everat 
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Dgut: ** 26. Ta 
Behold, T ſet before you this 
Day a Bleſſing and a Curſe. 


RJ HESE were the Words of 
ALI Moſes to the Children of 1/ 
, and are perhaps as juſtly 
applicable to the Br#iſþ Na- 
tion, as they have ever been 
— to any Nation or People ſince 
they were uttered, Gop choſe the Hraclitet 
Vt of all the Nations upon Earth, * to be his 
real iar People, and to make them high in Praiſe, 
in Jon and in Honour; He 1 
m out of Egypt by Temptations, by Sig us, an 
Hor ders, eh 7 . . 5 out- 
fiche d Arm; He gave them Statutes and 
judgments to walk by, conducted them in- 


04 Fand of Plenty and Delicacy; made 
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4 A Thankſgiving SERMON 
— — 2— IE annemnm, 
them victorious over all their Enemies, and 
put the Fear and the Dread of them upon 
all Nations round about. So that while they 
continued a grateful and obedient; they were 
alſo à very happy, and flouriſhing People, 
diſtinguiſh'd for their Reputation and Eſteem 
Abroad; for their Riches and Proſperity, 
and an Affluence of all good Things at 
Home: But if even this choſen and fs. 
vourite People forgat their Go p, and were 
unmindful of his Word, deſerted his Wor- 
ſhip, and fell into Idolatry, He withdrew 
his Favour and Protection, and their State 
became the Reverſe of what it was before; 
their fertile and well-peopled Land became 
barren and deſolate; rheir Conqueſts and 
Triumphs were chang'd into Over-throws 
and Diſgraces; their Honour and Reputa- 
tion ſunk into Scorn and Contempt ; and 
they, who before were the Wonder or Envy 
of all the neighbouring Nations, became as | 
Aſtoniſhment, and a Proverb, and a By-wora 
among them. This was the Bleſſing, this the 
Curſe, which Moſes ſet before the 1/razltes: 
Such as their Carriage and Behaviour to- 
wards their Gop was, ſuch ſhould their fu- 
ture Condition be; if dutiful and obedient, 
a Bleſſing was entaibd upon them; if dil- 
obedient and rebellious, a Curſe was ſure 
to overtake them, 1 
I InTExD not to offer at a Parallel be- 
tween us and the 1/rarlites,-to 0 
e 7 


— — — —_ * — * —— 


on June the 7th, 1716. "i 
TEST CG C cn cs ——— 1, 
Words of Moſes were addrefted. © I Thall only 
take Occaſion from - them to ſhew, Thar 
Go » has dealt very'pracioufly with this 
Nation, and put our Happineſs into our own 
Power ; that He has ſet 4 Bleſſing before as, 
which we cannot reje&t, but with the ut- 
moſt — and Ingratitude; That the 
Danger hereof would be equal to the Folly, 
and the Puniſhment of ſuch a Carriage pro- 
portion'd to the Sin of it; That therefore it 
behoyes us to receive the Favours of Hea- 
ten with a ſuitable Temper of Mind, and 
5 the ALwiGuTY has been infinitely kind 
to us, and even rejoyced' over as to do us good, 
{ ſhould © we labour to excel in all holy 
Obechence and Thankſulneſs to Him. 

G11 s me Leave therefore to ſuggeſt to 
jour Thoughts ſeveral Particulars, which 
may help us to frame a jaſt Idea of our Na- 
tional Happineſs, to excite in us all a devour, 
and humble Temper of Mind, and fo lead 
5 to 2 right Improvement of this ſolemn, 
ana joyf ul Day. Fes FUE 
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OE Part of our Happineſs as a Na- 
tion, conſiſts in the full, and peaceable En- 
yment of the Proteſtant, Reformed Reli- 
715 bproſeſs d and taught in the Church of 
Alana. 

As e are Men, the moſt valuable Know- 
kdpe, i; that which relates to the Nature 
aud Perſections, to the Worſhip and 5 
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6 
of the ſupreme BEN ; and the moſt v. 
luable Kind of * is to have the ſree 
Exerciſe of that Worſhip, according to the 
beſt of our Knowledge. As we are Chi. 
{tians, we have a. certain, and unerring 
Rule to guide us in religious Matters, I 
mean, the Revelation of the divine Will in 
the ſacred Scriptures ; to theſe we have con- 
formed our Doctrines, by the Direction of 
theſe we have ſettled our Worſhip, and now 
ſerve the Blefſed G op, and Father of our 
Lord Jssus CHRIST, in the Purity and Sim. 
plicity of the Goſpel. It would at tliis Time 
be a tedious and unneteſſary Labour, were! 
able, to declare by what Steps. and Degrees, 
the ſeveral erroneous Doctrines, and corrupt 
Practices, either not warranted by, or di- 
realy contrary to the Word of Gop, were 
introduced into the Chriſtian Church. It 
may ſuffice to ſay, That theſe were at 
length ſwell'd to fo prodigious a Number, 
that the Chriſtian Religion was: both exceed- 
ingly encumbered, and debaſed by them, 
and very much chang'd from what it was 
in the Time of our Saviour and his Apoſtles. 
The Doctrines then were few, and of divine 
Authority; the Rules and Precepts, ſtrict 
and pure, and holy the publick Worſhip, 
grave and rational, as perform'd by Men 
whoſe Hearts were fill'd with the Love and 
Fear of the Divine MajesTr ; the Intent 
of the Whole, was to fubdus: the Mind, 


and 


on june the 9th, 1716. 7 
ind purify che Conſcience, and prepare Men 
far a State of Felicity and Glory: This was 
the admirable Religion of which the bleſſed 
[z5us was the Founder, and the Apoſtles 
the Propagators; but alas! how alter'd, 
how corrupted by the Follies and Fancies of 
Men, to whom Gain was Godlineſs | Do- 
trines ſupported by the expreſs Authority 
of Revelation, were wholly ſet aſide, or 
nplain'd into Abſurdities and ContradiQti- 
ws; many others of humane Invention 
vere imposd upon Mens Belief under no 
ks Penalty than that of everlaſting Dam- 
ntion. The beſt Rules and Precepts of the 
Goſpel for ſtrict and holy Living, which our 
Vrioun and his Apoſtles obſerved exactly 
themielves, and preſs'd upon all others ri- 
gorouſly, and without Abatement,” were 
ucaknec and enervated; and upon the open- 
ng of a new and inexhauſtible Treaſure of 
Inaulce:17es, and Diſpen/ations, and \Paraons, 
Wch the Chriſtian Church for many Ages 
ever qream'd of, Men were encouraged, I 
nd almoſt faid authorizes to fin; publick 
Worſhip was dreſſed up with all poſhble 
tmp and Pageantry, with numberleſs Ce- 
monies, and an unlimited Expence, as if 
le who regards the Heart only, were to be 
Wighted with vain and theatrical Shews: 
[he whole ſeem'd calculated for the Intereſt 
and Advantage of the Managers, and the 
\muſcrnent and Deluſion of the Votaries. 


& A Thankſgiving SERMoNn © 
Thus was the e Toke, and light Buraen of 
Chriſt, made hard, and grievous, and into. 
lerable, and the Chriſtian Church for many 
Ages groan'd under the Weight and Preſſure 
of it, till it pleaſed Gop to raiſe up Men 
of Wiſdom and Piety, of Courage and in- 
vincible Reſolution, who ſaw with Grief and 
holy Indignation the Enchroachments of 
anal Tyranny, and when it was at the 
Height, boldy attack'd it, and were proſper- 
ed and bleſſed in the mighty Enterprize. 
This was done in ſeveral Parts of the Chri. 
{tian World much about the ſame Time. ] 
need not tell you with what Prudence and 
mature Deliberation, our pious Reformers firſt 
ſet about the Work of reducing Chriſtianity 
to its primitive Standard in this Kingdom, 
with what unwearied Induſtry and Pains, 
with what Strength-of Learning and Elo. 
quence, this glorious Deſign was proſecuted; 
how great the Difficulties and Dangers, how 
ſevere and bloody the Perſecutions and Sut- 
feriags, the Promoters of it were expos'd to: 
This Part of the Account would be too me. 
lancholly upon a Day of Thankſgiving ; it | 
was at length, however difficult, happily 
effected, and the Reformation brought to a 
full Eſtabliſhment in the eyer- memorable 
Reign of Queen Elizaleth. This Eſtabliſh- 
ment we enjoy the Benefit of to this very Day. 
May it be enjoy'd by Ages to come, and 


tranſmitted from Generation to Generation 
12 F Now, 
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Now, without reflecting upon the Reſorm- 
ed Churches Abroad, or drawing invidious 
Compariſons between ourſelves and them, 
we may venture in Juſtice to our Church, and 
fr the Satisfaction of. its Members, to at- 
frm, That we are at leaſt as free from all Er- 
tors in DoEtrines, as little liable to Exception 
n our Way of Worſhip, have as few Defects 
in our Conſtitution, as any known Church 
u the Chriſtian World. Nothing is wanting 
among us far the Information of the Under- 
landing, or the Guidance and Direction of 
the Will: We are built upon the Foundations of 
the Abe les and Prophets, our Doctrines found- 
ed upon the clear, and indubitable Autho- 
rity of the Word of Go, our Frame 
and Government ſounded upon the Model 
0 ihe firſt, and pureſt Ages; the Scripture 
was the Rule of our Reformation, primitive 
Antiquity our Guide in Matters not doctri- 
ral, dur Worſhip is perform'd in a middle 
Way, between the Homelineſs of thoſe who 
cauſeloſsly ſeparate from us, and the gaudy 
Fopperies of thoſefrom whom we have up- 
on the juſteſt Cauſes ſeparated ourſelves : 
In ne, The Whole is contriv'd with great 
Viidom and Piety, for the Glory of the Go 
whon: we worſhip, for the Salvation of the 
Souls of his 2 and for the anſwering 
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| the great Ends of the Conſtitution of all 
WH Clurches, Ox DEX AN D Beauty, Unity 
ND PEACE, HOLINESS AND EDIFICATION- 


B Surely 
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io A Thankſgiving SERMON 
-Surely the Deliverances which the A. 
MIGHTY has ſo often, ſo wondrouſly vouch. 
ſated co us, have not been for our own Sakes, 
for we are a ſtiff-necked People; but for his 
Name's Sake which 15 called upon, for his 
Truth's Sake which is proſeſſed amongf us 
To ourſelves we may apply, with ſome Va. 
riation, thoſe Words of Moſes to the 1/-arlires, 
* What Nation is there ſo great, who hath Goa 
fo nigh unto them, as the Lord our God hath 
been to us, as often as we have called upon 
Him, whenever we have ſtood in need of his 
Aid, and implor'd his Aſſiſtance? 
AND what Nation is there ſo great, thus 

hath Statutes and Jud ments fo righteous as thi: 
which our GOD hath given to as, that hath 
a Religion and Worſhip fo pure and ſo ſpi- 
ritual, ſo free from the Mixtures of Idolatry 
and Superſtition, ſo agreeable to his Holy 
Goſpel, as that which 1s now ſettled among 
us? May it be our Care to conform our 
Lives to the Rules and Precepts of this Reli 

ion, to obſerve and to keep them inviolably, 
for this wil! be our Miſdom and Unaerſtanaing 
in the Sight of our Neighbouring Nations, 
and this will be a Strength and Security, and 
an impregnable Defence to our own Nati 
on, by Engaging the Favour and Protcction 
of our GO o on our Side, 


" Deut. iv. 7, 8. 4 
2. ANOTHE?. 


— — 


n June the 9th, 1716. 0 


Now, Without reflecting upon the Reform- 
ed Churches Abroad, or drawing invidious 
Compariſons between ourſelves and them, 


we may venture in Juſtice to our Church, and 


{or the Satisfaction of its Members, to at- 
frm, That we are at leaſt as free from all Er- 
rors in Doctrines, as little liable to Exception 
out Way of Worſhip, have as few Defects 
n 0u7 Conſtitution, a n known Church 
in tc Chriſtian World. Nothing is wanting 
among us for the Information of the Under- 
1:n4ing, or the Guidance and Direction of 
tle ill: We are built upon the Foundations of 
les and Prophets, our Doctrines found- 
on the clear, and indubitable Autho- 
un, of the Word of Gop, aur Frame 
1nd government founded upon the Model 
„cle firſt, and pureſt Ages; the Scripture 
a Rule of our Reformation, primitive 
\r:15uity our Guide in Matters not doctri- 
1, our Worſhip is perform'd in a middle 
Wan, between the Homelineſs of thoſe who 
aul-\cily ſeparate from us, and the gaudy 
Foppecries of thoſe from whom we have up- 
% te juſteſt Cauſes ſeparated ourſelves : 
nc, The Whole is contriv'd with great 
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lurches, ORDER AND BEAUTY, UNIT 
D ack, HOLINESS AND EpificarIoN. 
B Surcly 
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Surely the Deliverances which the Ar. 
MIGHTY has ſo often, ſo wondrouſſy vouch- 
ſafed to us, have not been for our own Sak 
for we are a ſfliff-necked People; but for his 
Name's Sake which is called upon, for his 
Truth's Sake which is profeſſed amongſt us, 
To ourſelves we may apply, with ſome Va- 
riation, thoſe Words of Moſes to the J/raelites, 
* What Nation is there ſo great, who hath God 
fo nigh unto them, as the Lord our God hath 
been to us, as often as we have called upon 
Him, whenever we have ſtood in need of his 
Aid, and implor'd his Aſſiſtance? 

AND what Nation is there ſo great, that 
hath Statutes and Judgments ſo righteous as thoſe 
which our GOD hath given to us, that hath 
a Religion and Worſhip ſo pure and ſo ſpi- 
ritual, fo free from the Mixtures of Idolatry 
and Superſtition, ſo agreeable to his Holy 
Goſpel, as that which 1s now ſettled among 
us? May it be our Care to conform our 
Lives to the-Rules and Precepts of this Reli- 
gion, to obſerve and to keep them inviolably, 
for this will be our MWiſdom and Underſtanding 
in the Sight of our Neighbouring Nations, 
and this will be a Strength and Security, and 
an impregnable Defence to our own Nati- 
on, by Engaging the Favour and Protection 
of our Go v on our Side. 
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ple unto Himſelf, and make thee plenteous in 
Gooas, in the Fruit of thy Body, and in the Fruit 
of thy Cattle, aud in the Fruit of thy Ground: 
The Lord ſhall open to thee his good Treaſure, the 
Heaven to give the Rain unto thy Land in due 
Hege, and to bleſs all the Work of thy Hand; 
ind thou ſhalt lend unto many Nations, and thou 
(alt not barrow ; And the Lord ſhall make thee 
the Head, and not the Tail; and thou ſhalt be 4- 
bye 0213, and thou ſhalt not be beneath. And in 
another Place to the like Purpoſe, Levit. 
Wi. 5. I will give Peace in the Land, and ye 
ſha! l:e down, and none ſhall make you afraid: 
Neuhcr ſpall the Sword go through the Land; for 
I mill haue reſpect unto jau, and make you fruit- 
ful, aud multiply you, and eſtabliſh my Covenant 
5A, and I will ſet my Tabernacle among ſt you, 
ad ny Soul ſhall not abhor you, and I will walk 
anom, fou, and I will be your God, and ye (ball 
b: 1, People. Theſe ſeveral Particulars do, 
45 yet adored be the divine Goodneſs) agree 
to us; may they always do ſo in their full 
Latitude and Extent ! | 


on June the 7th, 1716. 


4. A5 the ALmiGaTY has thus mult iply'd 
lis Dlallings upon us, ſo He has often made 
bure +; holy Arm for us, and ſaved us from 
tie 21nds of our Enemies, who have con- 
tur'ch gur Deſtruction, or from our own 
Hands, when ſeized with a Spirit of Giddi- 
ils and Infatuation, we have laboured to 
deſtroy ourſelves. He has ſaved us, as He 
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did the 1/raetites of old, by Signs, and by 
Wonders ; I mean, by amazing, and mira- 
culous Interpoſitions of his Providence, when 
the Face of Things was deſperate, and no 
humane Help could haye availed. When 
the Reformation was in its Infancy, a po- 
piſh Queen came to the Crown; the ſhort 
Time of whoſe Reign was fo diligently im- 
proved by the Zealots of Popery to the Ad- 
vantage of their Cauſe, by the irreſiſtible 
Arguments of Fire and Faggot, of Dunge- 
ons, Racks and Flames, uſed againſt all that 
durſt oppoſe them, that the Reformation 
was extremely weaken'd and ſunk ; and had 
her Reign been lengrhened out a few Years 
longer, or had ſhe propagated the papal 
Line, as thoſe of her Religion hoped and 
expected ſhe would, it muſt have been quite 
extinguiſh'd, and the Nation continued to 
this Day bound in the Fetters of Superſtition 
and Idolatry. In the ſucceeding Reign of 
Queen Elizabeth, of happy Memory, many 
dark and horrid Conſpiracies were form'd 
againſt her Perſon and Government ; but 
through the Mercy of G-o o, not one took 
Effect. A vaſt Armada was ſent againſt he: 
from Spain, which was vainly ftyPd Inuinca- 
ble, though indeed, in Regard of any equal 
Force that could then be ſent againſt it, it 
might too juſtly have been deem'd ſuch, and 
was rather defeated by the Winds and Seas, 


and the Hand of Heaven, than by any humane 
| Power. 
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% %% Himſelf, and make thee plenteous in | [ 
Goor's, in the Fruit of thy Body, and in the Fruit 
% Cattle, and in the Fruit of thy Ground: 
The Lord ſhall open to thee his good Treaſure, the 
Heaven to give the Rain unto thy Land in due 
Hehn, and to bleſs all the Work of thy Hand; 
ind thou Halt lend unto many Nations, and thou 
hair ant borrow And the Lord ſhall make thee” 
the gad, and not the Tail; and thou ſhalt be a- 
love , and thou ſhalt not be beneath. And in 
mother Place to the like Purpoſe, Levit. 
i. G. I will give Peace in the Land, and ye 
bi -- down, and none ſhall make you afraid: 


Hall the Sword go through the Land; for 
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F - 3 People, Theſe ſeveral Particulars do, | 
\ d4ored be the divine Goodneſs) agree 
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did the 1/razlites of old, by Sign, and by 
Wonders; I mean, by amazing, and mita- 
culous Interpoſitions of his Proyidence, when 
the Face of Things was deſperate, and no 
humane Help could have availed. When 
the Reformation was in its Infancy, a po- 
piſh Queen came to the Crown; the ſhort 
Time of whoſe Reign was fo diligently im- 
proved by the Zealots of Popery to the Ad- 
vantage of their Cauſe, by the irreſiſtible 
Arguments of Fire and Faggot, of Dunge- 
ons, Racks and Flames, uſed againſt all that 
durſt -oppoſe them, that the Reformation 
was extremely weaken'd and ſunk ; and had 
her Reign been lengthened out a few Years 
longer, or had ſhe propagated the papal 
Liae, as thoſe of her Religion hoped and 
expected ſhe would, it muſt have been quite 
extinguiſh'd, and the Nation continued to 
tlus Day bound in the Fetters of Superſtition 
and Idolatry. In the ſucceeding Reign af 
Queen Elizabeth, of happy Memory, many 
dark and horrid Conſpiracies were form'd 
againſt her Perſon and Government; but 
through the Mercy of Go p, not one taok 
Effect. A vaſt Armada was ſent againſt her 
from Spain, which was vainly ſtyPd Ivinci- 
ble, though indeed, in Regard of any equal 
Force that could then be ſent againſt it, it 
might too juſtly have been deem d ſuch, and 
was rather defeated by the Winds and Seas, 


and the Hand of Heaven, tan by any humane 
| Power, 
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Power. I need not tell you of the critical 
Diſcovery of the Powder-Plot in the Reign of 
K. James I, nor of the wonderful, and peace» 
ſul Keſtoration of King Charles II, after the 
Diſtractions and Confuſions of almoſt twenty 
Years, nor of the quick and haſty Advancesof 
a late Reign toward Popery and Arbitrary 
Power, which were juſt ready to break in 
upon us, when it pleaſed Go p to deliver 
us irom all our Fears by a timely, and happy 
Revolution. T only recal theſe remarkable 
Tranſactions to your Minds, becauſe they 
are ſtanding Monuments of Go p's diſtin- 
gunihing Love to us, and bear upon them 
the viſible Characters of a kind, and over- 
rulng Providence, which hath preſerved 
our excellent Conſtitution both in Chuxcn 
and STATE, notwithſtanding the many At- 
tacks made upon it at ſeveral Times from 
different Quarters, and by the ſpecial Indul- 
gence whereof, we enjoy it at this very Day 
under the Guard and Defence of a Proteſtant 
Kia, whom we beſeech the ALMIGHTx 
o continue long at the Head of it. 
Havine thus enumerated the ſeveral 
Particulars which compoſe our National 
Happineſs, I am perſuaded you yourſelves 
bare begun to apply the Whole to the Oc- 
calion of this Day's Aſſembly, and that ye 
all {c: abundant Reaſon to give Goo Thanks 
for putting an End to this Unnatural Re- 


bello, which would have untavell'd that 


G lovely 
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lovely Frame which Providence has wrought 
for us, and have thrown us into endleſs Cn. 
fuſions, and unſpeakable Miſerles. A Cn 
War, is one of the three dreadful Inſtru. 
ments of divine Juſtice, to puniſh fink 
Communities of Men; the Foundations bf 
it are laid in Malice and Wickednefs ; it is 
uſually carried on with uncommon Rag 
and Fury, and marks out its Conrfe with 
Burnings and Devaſtations and Slaughter! 
Which Side ſoever conquers; the Country 
is overcome of itſelf, exhaufted by its own 
Treaſure, impoveriſh'd by its own Riche, 
weakened by its own Power, deſtroyed by 
its own Strength! Of this the Barons Wars 
in the Reign of King John, the long Con- 
reſts between the illuſtrious Houſes of Tf 
and Lancaſter, and the great Rebellion in 
the Time of the unfortunate King Charles J, 
are melancholy Inſtances, which diſcobur 
the Thread, and ſtain the Glory of the Hr. 
z:/þ Hiſtory. The late Rebellion was in 
all Reſpects full of Horror, and a Mafter- 
piece of Iniquity ; begun without Rea ſon 
or Provocation; headed by ſome who had 
entred into the deepeſt Engagements, and 
made the ſtrongeſt Proteftations of Fidelity 
to King GezorGE; defign'd to over-turn 
that Scheme of Happineſs, which had been 
tabour'd in feveral ſucceſſive” Parliaments, 
in which Men of every Denomination had 
their Turn and Share; defign'd to deprive ; 
ol 
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dall chat 15 good and valuable; Yes, + It mat 
1 oper Attempt 10 deſtroy the beſt of Kings, to 
rain the whole Fabric, and raze the very Tuun- 
lions of 4 Government, the beſt ſuited of any in 
the World to perfect the Happineſs, and ſupport 
the Dignity of bumane Nature ; and. had it ſuc- 
weded, muſt hawe brought a laſting and univer- 
ul De/fracfion on the whole Kingdom. That 
{ black and deſperate an Attempt ſhould be 
nade by profeſſed Papiſts, who always have 
been, and always will be engaged in an holy 
[:1:42 againſt our Religion, and our Liber- 
tics, and ready to take every Opportunity 
that offers to diſcharge that accurſed Obli- 
ration, with which their Church has bound 
their Conſciences, in reſpect of Hereſy and 
+ WH Hcr<iicks, is no Matter of Wonder: * The? 
men from them, Rebellion was but an ill Return 
. WI Quiet then have enjoyed: But thac 
i. becltants, who affect to put on an extra- 
+ aadnary Zeal for a Proteſtant Church, Who 
5 have repeated their Oaths and Abjurations, 
ſhould in Defiance to them all, joyn in ſo 
txecrable an Attempt, is an irreconcileable 
Contradiction, even to common Senſe; and 
ch a Inſtance of Infatuation as is hardly 
o be matched in our own or any other 
Hiſtory, I am aſbamed but to repeat the 
Pretences upon which this Rebellion was 
bounded ; they are ſo weak, that one has 
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much ado to believe, the Promoters of it were 


ſcrious in alledging them. Our \imaginay 


Grievances were to be redreſs'd, by bringing 
upon us real and inſuportable ones. Our Church 
was to be {ecur'd by being put into the hands 
of a popilh Pꝛetender, from whom * »o#/p 
much as a frail Promiſe «was obtain d, that it 


\ fhould be preſerved, or even tolerated. Our 


Laws and Liberties were to be put ot of 
Danger of any future Invaſion, by being gi 
ven up once for all into the Hands of One edu- 
cated in the Maxims of French Tyranny; and 
arbitrary Government, Thus were we-court- 
ing, and carneſtly ſtriving for that Miſery, 
to preſerve our ſelves from which has been 
the Buſineſs of our Counſels and Arms for al. 
molt thirty Years paſs'd; and bleſſed be Gov, 
that has given Succels to them, and vouchſa- 
fed us new Inſtances of his Favour and Pre- 
ſence by our late Deliverance from the defigns 
of our Enemies. The Clouds which threatned 


us, are diſpers'd; Tranquillity and Peace are 


reſtor'd. We are happy in the Exerciſe of 
the Proteſtant Religion, and in the Commu- 


nion of the beſt of Churches; happy in 
the Benefits of wiſe, and mild, and equitable 
Laws; happy under the Defence and Prote- 
Eton of a good, and gracious Px1xCE, led by 
Inclination and Principle, as well as bound 
by his facred Word and Oath, to maintain 
this Religion, and theſe Laws in a flouriſh- 
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ing Condition; happy in a Proſpect of ha- 
ring all theſe Happineſſes ſecuted and perpe- 
ted to us by a long Succeſſion of Prote- 
ant Heirs, of which we truſt there will ne- 
ver be One wanting to fill and adorn the 
Britiſh Throne. it ed ee 
B Horb, Go p has ſet a Bleſſing before as, 
ti He has bleſsꝰd us above all the Nations round 


f about us, and will continue ſo to do, if we 
i- {udy Obedience to Him, Duty to the Sove- 
1 [0172 He has ſet over us, Unity and Peace a- 
d mong ourſelves. Let all Animoſities, and 
t- Fnvyings, and Hatred, henceforth ceaſe; let 


V, all ungrateſul Diſtinctions of Name be aho- 
n iſhed ; let the Sqirit of Calumny and Slan- 
l. der be tor ever extinguiſh'd; let each One 
D, abour in his reſpective Station to adorn his 
a- holy Religion by an upright and blameleſs 
e- Lie; This is the beſt Subject to the KING, 


NS and the trueſt Lover of his Country. And 
ed et not our Zeal, even for a good Cauſe, tranſ- 
re port us into the Exceſſes of any unwarrant- 
of able Paſſion, whereby we fin againſt God: 
u- Leah is a commendable Affection of Mind, 
in and ſubſervient to excellent Purpoſes; but 
Ile it 1s then only commendable, when it is 
te- bunckech in Knowledge, regulated by prudent 


by and diſcreet Meaſures, directed to good and 
nd pious Ends; it will not ſanctify Pride or Re- 
10 enge, it will not take away the Guilt of 
h- wearing or Drunkenneſs, nor juſtify any 
reach or Violation of the Laws of 9 
tue 
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the Rules of Marality, Now if Zeal in a good 
Cauſe mult be thus watched over, and is ca. 
pable of being { much abufed, what muſt 
Zeal in a bad Cauſe be? tis then Rage, and 
Fury, and Madness, and produces the moſt 


_ direful Effects. Let us be zealous, firſt and 
chiefly for the GLORY OF Gon AND THE 


KONOUR OF HIS SACRED AND TREMENDQus 


NA, and in Subordination to this great and 


ultimate End of our Lives we may andought 
to be zealous allo for the PROTESTANT Ri 
LIGION and the PRESENT ESTABLISHMENT, 
for the PrAck and LI EX TIES of our Coun- 


try; for the SarxtTy and Happiness and 


GLORY of our KING. I need nat tell you 


that Profaneneſs and Immorality, Diſobe- 


dience againſt Gop, and Contempt of his 
Laws, Faction and Diviſion, Hatred and 
Uncharitableneſs may yet alienate the Di- 
vine Favour from us, and change our Bleſſing 
into « Curſe, But I truſt that that Gop who 
has ſo ſignally maniteſted his Mercy and 
Loving-kindneſs to us will alſo give us Grace 
to make a right Improvement thereoſ. We are 
by His Favour in a State of Peace at Home, 
and Credit Abroad, at the Head of the Pro- 
teſtant Intereſt, able to aſſiſt and ſupport 
our Friends, and to bring thoſe to Reaſon 
that ſhall cauſelcsily injure and affront us. 
Nothing can ruin, nothing can hurt us but 
ur Sins and Diviſions; And Oh! that it 


would pleaſe Gop to endue us with a * 
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of Love! and Gratitude, and Wiſdom and 
Pety, that we nay feh / abe thoſe And 6 
y might we reſt alfür'd of the Contitivance 
FHs Care over us, and Preſence witli üs, 
11d that no Weapon br Delign form'd again 

u ſhould ever proſper. But that he would 
2 on to votichſafe, as he has hithefto done, 
is ſpecial Protect ion to dur Soveteign Lor 
King Grobe; to their Royal Highhefts 
the Prince and Princeſs of Wales, and preſer ve 
er ranch of the Royal Family, for the pre- 
tut Security and Satisfaction, and for the 
future Good of theſe Kingdoms. And though 
the 6:7; Years of our-Gratious King's Reign 
has to his great Uneaſinefs and Regret been, 
doaded and overtaſt by an unnatural Rebellion, 
jt we hope thete ate n many Years to 
come, and that every of them will be diſtin- 
ruiſld by the endearing Marks of Clemen-' 
ey ard Peace: And in fine, that the Happi- 
nefs we are now in Poſſeſſion of will be tranſ- 
mitted to the Children yet unborn,that Gov. 
wil! eſtabliſh us an Holy Pevple to himſelf, 
and make GREAT BRITAIN high in Praiſe and 
Hinovr among all the Nations of the Earth. 
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Tuær this Day may bę the Preſage of all 
ticſe Merciesz let Us with a ſincere and ſer- 
vent Devotion Yire@ bur Prayers to the Al- 
mighty Treg to the Words of one of 
the Callects appointed Fer the preſent. Solem-" 
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G us Grace, O Lord, to walk worthy of that 
# . marvellous Loving-kindneſs, for which 
now bleſs and praiſe thy Sacred Name; tht 
thou mayeſt ſtill delight to do us. good. B 
from among us all Infidelity an - Profane Þ \ 
Cleanſe us from all Filthineſs of Fleſh and Spirited 
Put an End to our unhappy Diviſions, by whit 

5 many and 1 ored | 
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we have been expoſed to 
Daneers, and Enadue us with a Spirit of U 
and Charity ; that the Bleſſing of Peace n 
ſecured to us and our Poſterity for all Generation 


Grant this we beſeech Thee, O Mera 
Father, for Thy dear Son's ſake, Tub 
CHaRisT, our only Saviour and Bs 
deemer, To whom, with Thee and 
Holy Ghoſt be all Hononr and G 
World without end. Annen. 
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